MIMICRY

imitate and make his audience
laugh, that is the objective,"
explains Dr. Venumadhav,

Born in a landholding family in
Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, the
showman saw a Telugu Picture in
1947 which influenced him greatly
and made him decide his future
career. Not having a clue about
American and British accents-
specially for his roles imitating
Othello and other characters from
classics-he used to watch classical
and Biblical films for hours at a
stretch to get the accent right. Today
of course, he can deliver a homily,
imitate most Western leaders from
Churchill down to Reagan, without
even a quiver in his speech.

Dr Venumadhav's father
was a scholar, who had mastered
six languages. But, unlike son, the
father did not get on the stage. And
one of Dr. Venumadhav's
daughters, Dr. Lakshmi Tulsi, who
practises medicine in Pondicherry,
is also a great mimic.

Says the Warangal - based
artiste : "I am not worried about
things like money. My aim in life
is to propagate art and to make
people forget their worries." A
frequent globe-trotter, he has over
60 dispiples the wprld over,
learning the intricacies of this art
from him.

But Dr. Venumadhav is
chary about many who come to
him, seeking guidance. "Once a
man came and told me to teach
mimicry to his son as he was
unemployed!" He chortles.

Recently, a university in
Hyderabad, India, asked him to
conduct a mimicry workshop for 10
students. Dr Venumadhav has
selected the candidates and plans to
train them in the art form.

His real ambition, how ever,
remains: to regale people the world
over, by imitating men, high and
low. "Mimicry is oral, just as
caricature is visual," explains the
maestro. The oral caricaturist will
no doubt entertain thousands in the
UAE in the days to come.

Dr. Venumadhav gave a
demonstration of his skill at the Ras
Al Khaimah Hotel in Ras          Al

Khaimah on Saturday. He
demonstrated his art by imitating
Nehru and Kennedy. The
programme was organised by the
Ras Al Khaimah Indian Ladies
Association.
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